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Marcus Annaeus Lucanus: A Biographical Sketch

Marcus Annaeus Lucanus, known to posterity simply as Lucan, was born in
Corduba (modern Cordoba, Spain) in 39 CE, the son of a wealthy Roman
family. His father, Marcus Annaeus Mela, was a noted orator and writer,
and his uncle, Seneca the Younger, was a renowned philosopher and
statesman.

Lucan showed an early talent for poetry and was educated in Rome under
the tutelage of the Stoic philosopher Cornutus. He gained the favor of the
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emperor Nero, who appointed him quaestor (a financial official) and later
praetor (a judicial official).

In 60 CE, Lucan published his epic poem Pharsalia, which chronicled the
Roman Civil War between Julius Caesar and Pompey. The poem was a
critical and commercial success, and Lucan was hailed as one of the
greatest poets of his generation.

However, Lucan's relationship with Nero soured after he recited a poem
that was critical of the emperor. Nero accused Lucan of treason and
ordered him to commit suicide. Lucan complied, opening his veins in 65 CE
at the age of 26.

The Complete Works of Lucan

This Delphi Classics edition includes the following works by Lucan:

Pharsalia: Lucan's epic poem about the Roman Civil War, consisting of
ten books.

Silvae: A collection of shorter poems on various subjects, including
love, nature, and mythology.

Epigrammata: A collection of epigrams, or short, witty poems.

Delphi Classics: Illustrated Ancient Classics

The Delphi Classics series provides meticulously edited texts of the great
works of ancient literature, complete with s and notes by leading scholars.
The series is also fully illustrated with relevant images and maps.



This Delphi Classics edition of the Complete Works of Lucan is a valuable
resource for students, scholars, and general readers alike. It provides a
comprehensive collection of Lucan's works, along with the necessary tools
to understand and appreciate them.
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Illustrations

This Delphi Classics edition is illustrated with a variety of relevant images,
including:

A portrait of Lucan

A map of the Roman Empire during the time of the Civil War

Illustrations of scenes from Pharsalia

Notes and Bibliography

This Delphi Classics edition includes extensive notes by leading scholars,
which provide valuable insights into Lucan's works and the historical



context in which they were written.

The edition also includes a comprehensive bibliography, which provides a
guide to further reading on Lucan and his works.

Index

This Delphi Classics edition includes a comprehensive index, which allows
readers to easily find specific passages and topics.

This Delphi Classics edition of the Complete Works of Lucan is a must-
have for anyone interested in Roman poetry and ancient literature. It
provides a comprehensive collection of Lucan's works, along with the
necessary tools to understand and appreciate them.
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