Lady of the Beasts: A Literary and Mystical
Exploration

D.H. Lawrence's Lady of the Beasts is a collection of poems published in
1929. The poems are known for their vivid animal imagery, their exploration
of female sexuality, and their mystical underpinnings.

Animal Imagery

Animals play a central role in Lady of the Beasts. Lawrence uses animal
imagery to explore themes of nature, wilderness, and the human psyche.
The poems are filled with images of horses, wolves, lions, and other
animals. These animals often represent different aspects of human nature,
both positive and negative.
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For example, the horse is often associated with freedom and passion. In
the poem "The Horse," Lawrence writes:
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“He is a creature of the open air,
A creature of the wild and free,

A creature of the sun and rain.
He is a creature of the wide earth,
A creature of the high sky.

He is a creature of the wind,

A creature of the sea.”

In this poem, the horse represents the untamed and untamed spirit of
nature. It is a symbol of freedom and power.

However, animals can also represent the darker side of human nature. In
the poem "The Wolf," Lawrence writes:

“He is a creature of the night,

A creature of the darkness,

A creature of the cold and the snow.
He is a creature of the shadows,

A creature of the fear.

He is a creature of the hunger,

A creature of the death.”

In this poem, the wolf represents the predatory and destructive aspects of
human nature. It is a symbol of fear and death.

Female Sexuality



Lady of the Beasts also explores themes of female sexuality. Lawrence
was a controversial figure in his time, and his views on women were often
seen as unconventional. However, he was also a brilliant writer, and his
poetry reveals a deep understanding of the female psyche.

In the poem "The Woman," Lawrence writes:

“She is a creature of the earth,
A creature of the water,

A creature of the air,

A creature of the fire.

She is a creature of the sun,
A creature of the moon,

A creature of the stars.

She is a creature of the night,
A creature of the day.

She is a creature of the love,
A creature of the hate.”

In this poem, Lawrence celebrates the power and complexity of women. He
sees woman as a multifaceted creature, capable of both love and hate,
both creation and destruction.

Mysticism

In addition to its exploration of nature and female sexuality, Lady of the
Beasts also contains mystical elements. Lawrence was deeply interested in



mysticism, and he believed that the natural world was filled with spiritual
significance.

In the poem "The Beast," Lawrence writes:

“He is a creature of the unknown,
A creature of the mystery,

A creature of the silence.

He is a creature of the darkness,
A creature of the light,

A creature of the love.

He is a creature of the hate,

A creature of the death.”

In this poem, Lawrence explores the mystical nature of the beast. He sees
the beast as a symbol of the unknown and the unknowable. It is a creature
that is both terrifying and fascinating.

Lady of the Beasts is a complex and challenging collection of poems. It is a
work that explores the depths of human nature, nature, and the mystical.
Lawrence's vivid animal imagery, exploration of female sexuality, and
mystical underpinnings make Lady of the Beasts a must-read for anyone
interested in poetry, literature, or the human condition.
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