
Sheroes of the Faith: Clinton McRae Jr.
Clinton McRae Jr. was a pioneering African American Baptist minister who
dedicated his life to serving the community and fighting for social justice. As
a leader in the Civil Rights Movement, he played a pivotal role in the fight
for equality and the desegregation of schools and churches.
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Early Life and Education

Clinton McRae Jr. was born on December 25, 1917, in Mound Bayou,
Mississippi. His parents, Clinton McRae Sr. and Mary Lizzie McRae, were
sharecroppers who instilled in him a strong work ethic and a commitment to
community service.

McRae attended elementary school in Mound Bayou and later graduated
from high school in Clarksdale, Mississippi. He went on to earn a bachelor's
degree from Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, and a Master of
Divinity degree from the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta.
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Ministry and Civil Rights Activism

McRae began his ministry in 1942 when he was ordained as a Baptist
minister. He served as pastor of several churches in Mississippi and
Alabama, including the historic First Baptist Church in Montgomery,
Alabama, which was a major center of the Civil Rights Movement.

In the 1950s and 1960s, McRae became actively involved in the Civil
Rights Movement. He participated in the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the
Selma to Montgomery marches, and the March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom. He was also a close friend and advisor to Martin Luther King
Jr.

McRae's activism extended beyond the realm of race relations. He was
also a vocal advocate for economic justice, affordable housing, and quality
education for all. He believed that the church had a responsibility to
address the social and economic problems facing the community.

Leadership and Impact

Clinton McRae Jr. was a respected and influential leader in the Civil Rights
Movement. He served as president of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) from 1977 to 1980 and was a member of the board of
directors of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP).

McRae's legacy extends far beyond his lifetime. He was a trailblazer who
paved the way for future generations of African American leaders. His
unwavering commitment to social justice and his belief in the power of
community inspired countless others to join the fight for a more just and
equitable society.



Legacy and Recognition

Clinton McRae Jr. passed away on September 23, 1980, at the age of 62.
He is remembered as one of the most influential figures in the Civil Rights
Movement and a true "shero" of the faith.

In recognition of his contributions to the community and to the cause of civil
rights, McRae has received numerous awards and honors, including the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the NAACP Spingarn Medal, and the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference Drum Major for Justice Award.

Clinton McRae Jr. was a visionary leader who dedicated his life to fighting
for social justice and equality. His unwavering commitment to his
community and his belief in the power of faith inspired countless others to
join the fight for a more just and equitable society. He is a true shero of the
faith and a role model for all who believe in the power of one person to
make a difference.
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