
The Death and Afterlife of Achilles
The Events Leading Up to Achilles' Death

Achilles was the greatest warrior in the Greek army during the Trojan War.
He was the son of Peleus, king of the Myrmidons, and the sea goddess
Thetis. Achilles was known for his strength, courage, and skill in battle.
However, he was also known for his pride and arrogance.
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In the Iliad, Homer tells the story of how Achilles' pride led to his death.
After the death of his friend Patroclus, Achilles was filled with rage and
vowed to avenge his death. He challenged Hector, the greatest warrior in
the Trojan army, to a duel. The two warriors fought a long and bloody battle,
but in the end, Achilles was victorious. He killed Hector and dragged his
body back to the Greek camp.

Achilles' victory over Hector was a major turning point in the Trojan War.
However, it also led to Achilles' own death. Apollo, the god of archery, was
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angry with Achilles for killing Hector. He guided Paris' arrow into Achilles'
heel, the only part of his body that was not invulnerable. Achilles was
mortally wounded and died shortly thereafter.

The Different Versions of Achilles' Death

There are several different versions of Achilles' death in Greek mythology.
In some versions, he is killed by Apollo's arrow, while in others he is killed
by Paris' arrow. In some versions, he dies on the battlefield, while in others
he dies in his tent.

The most common version of Achilles' death is the one that is told in the
Iliad. In this version, Achilles is killed by Apollo's arrow. After killing Hector,
Achilles is pursued by the Trojans. He is about to enter the city of Troy
when he is struck by Apollo's arrow. Achilles is mortally wounded and dies
shortly thereafter.

The Afterlife of Achilles

After his death, Achilles was taken to the underworld by Hermes, the
messenger of the gods. He was greeted by his father, Peleus, and his
mother, Thetis. Achilles was given a place of honor in the Elysian Fields, a
paradise for the heroes of Greek mythology.

In the Elysian Fields, Achilles was able to continue his life as a warrior. He
fought in mock battles with other heroes and enjoyed the company of his
friends and family. Achilles was also able to meet his son, Neoptolemus,
who had been born after his death.

The Significance of Achilles' Death



The death of Achilles is one of the most significant events in Greek
mythology. It marks the end of the Trojan War and the beginning of a new
era in Greek history. Achilles' death also has a profound impact on Greek
culture and its lasting impact on Western literature and art.

Achilles' death is a reminder of the fragility of life. Even the greatest heroes
are not immune to death. Achilles' death also teaches us the importance of
humility. Achilles was a great warrior, but he was also flawed. His pride and
arrogance led to his downfall.

Achilles' death is a tragic story, but it is also a story of hope. Achilles was
able to find peace and happiness in the afterlife. His story teaches us that
even in death, there is hope for redemption.
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